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As we continue our series through the book of Acts, let’s go ahead and open your Bible to Acts chapter 9; Acts chapter 9 and we will be picking up in verse 32.

Last week we ended up at verse 31 which reads: “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

With Saul, or Paul’s, conversion the prosecution that the church had been experiencing stops for a brief period of time.

Acts 9:31 is the conclusion of the second major section of the book of Acts. 

Remember Acts follows the outline given in Acts 1:8 where Jesus says; “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem [Acts 1:9 through Acts 6:7], and in all Judea and Samaria [Acts 6:8 through 9:31], and to the ends of the earth.” 

Starting here in Acts 9:32 through the rest of the book is the expansion of the church to the ends of the earth.

Do me a favor, keep your finger here in Acts, but turn with me real quick to Matthew chapter 16. I want you to see something.

One day, back in the gospel of Matthew, starting in Mathew 16:13, Jesus asks his disciples “who do the people say that I am?”
The disciples give various answer about what the people were saying. 

Then Jesus turned to the disciples and asked them; “But who do you say that I am?”

Then Peter, as he was known to do, who spoke up first.

In Matthew 16:16 “Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

With that confession Jesus says to Peter in Matthew 16:17-18 “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! (Aramaic for “Simon son of Jonah”: Simon has a natural father, Jonah, but his ability to confess Jesus (16:16) came from the heavenly Father) For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter [Peter means stone], and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Depending on your church tradition there have been a number of ways of understanding this verse. 

The primary meaning is that Christ said that upon this rock, this profession of faith and acknowledgement of and in Jesus Christ, Jesus will build His church.

As each person comes to understand who Jesus is and puts their faith in Him for their salivation they will be added in, as living stones into the church.

But there is also a secondary meaning here. Why would Jesus change Simon’s name to Peter, or little stone?

The Catholics see this passage as a promise to Peter and the establishment of the papacy, making Peter the first Pope in the line of popes leading up to the current pope, Pope Francis.
While I can’t quite get that out of this text, the fact that Jesus calls Simon Peter, little rock, does suggest that Peter is going to be used in some special way in the establishment of the church.

Now think about this in light of the context of the book of Acts. In Acts chapter 2 on the Day of Pentecost with the out poring of the Holy Spirit, who is there? Peter.

Peter boldly preaches the gospel message and 3000 people share in Peter’s confession and believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Then in Acts chapter 8 after the stoning of Stephen and the persecution that broke out against the church, Philip head off to a town in Samaria.

When the apostles here about what’s going on in Samaria they send Peter and John out to see what’s going on. When Peter gets there he prays for these new believers and just like at Pentecost in Acts 2, we see an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Now here in our text this morning we find Peter again proclaiming the gospel and those who confess Christ as Lord and Savior receive the Holy Spirit in the same way the Spirit fell at Pentecost and with the Samaritans. 

In Acts 9:32 we read “Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda.”

Remember, back in Acts chapter 8, Peter had gone to Samaria to confirm the conversion of the Samaritans.

Chapter 9 started with the conversion of Saul. Then here in verse 32 we pick back up with Peter.

AS he is headed back to Jerusalem he is preaching Christ and healing people along the way.
After healing a paralytic some believers here that he is in the area and when one of them dies that send for him to come and help.

Peter then arrives in Joppa and after praying Tabitha is brought back to life.

Meanwhile in Caesarea a town about 30 mile north of Joppa there is this Roman officer names Cornelius.
 
Look at Acts 10:1-2: “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion [a officer in the Roman army] of what was known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 

Both the giving of alms, or gifts to the poor and needed, and prayer we seen as signs of piety, of devotions to God. 

Think about this. So far in Acts it has been largely Jews who have accepted Jesus as their Messiah. 

Even when the Samaritans, though hated by the Jews, they at least shared a common history and connection to Abraham, and their faith.

But now we are introduced to Cornelius, a gentile, a Roman soldier.

As a centurion he would have been the commander of 100 men. He along with 5 other centurions would have headed the 600 men that made up the Italian Cohort, the military force there in Caesarea, the Roman capital in Palestine.

This was a commander in the occupying army, the enemy, a gentile.

Jewish men started each day thanking God that they had not been born a gentile or a woman. 
We have seen a few proselytes coming to faith in Christ like the Ethiopian eunuch we looked at a couple weeks ago. 

A proselyte would be a gentile who has converted to Judaism and had adopted all the ceremonial laws. 

But, Luke identifies Cornelius and his family as “God-fearers”. 

He and his family worshiped Israel’s God and they were in some way attached to a synagogue but they had not submitted to Jewish conversion rites (esp. circumcision). 

Cornelius is given a vision and is told by an angel to send men to Joppa, which is a town about 30 mile south of Caesarea. These men are to look for a man named Simon, Peter and bring him back to Caesarea.

The next day as Cornelius’ men are headed to Joppa. About that time Peter, who up on the roof praying, falls into a trance.

Peter sees what looks like a blanket coming down full of all kinds of unclean animals. He hears a voice saying “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

And Peter responds in Acts 10:14 “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.”

Peter knew the Law, the commands of the Old Testament forbid Jews to eat certain animals that God had deemed unclean. To do so would have meant that a Jew would have been cut off from his inheritance.

But the voice says in Acts 10:15 “…What God has made clean, do not call common.”

This is repeated three times to confirm that God was indeed behind this. God was setting aside the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament.

Remember that up until this time only Jews, Samaritans who would have followed at least some to the ceremonial laws and a proselytes (gentiles who had adopted the Jewish ceremonial laws) had come to faith in Christ.

But now God is saying through the conversion of Cornelius, a gentile, a Roman soldier and his family that you don’t have to become a Jew first before you can become a Christian.

In fact you can’t do anything first. Our salvation is a work of God that you and I receive through faith.

And that’s what we see here. Cornelius’s men arrive in Joppa and Peter invited them in and they share a meal together. 

Because it was getting late they waited until the next day to head back to Caesarea taking Peter with them.

When he arrives Peter at Cornelius’s home Acts 10:27-28 “…he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean.”
This was revolutionary. Though gentile salvation was known in the Old Testament like with Jonah it was rare. 

In the Old Testament the Jews were God’s Chosen People, the special recipients of His promises and revelation. 

Here Peter is saying that God’s offer of salvation was reaching out to all people. Jews and Gentiles would be equal in the church.
 
Starting in verse 34, Peter shares the gospel, what we must believe to be saved. 

In verse 44 we see that while Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit falls on these gentile believers, just as the Spirit fell in the disciples in Acts 2 and the Samaritans in Acts 8.

There are no second chairs in the church. There is no varsity or JV’s. There is no longer Greek nor Jew, male or female, free or slave.

There is only one faith, one hope, one baptism, one Lord and Savior of all…Jesus Christ.

And through His Spirit we are adopted into one family, one church the body of Christ of whom He is the head.

You don’t have to become a Jew, or even a “good person” before you come to saving faith in Christ.

The truth of the matter you can’t become a truly “good” person without Christ. Sure you can be “good” in a since that you are not as bad as that guy next to you.

You work hard, provide for your family, you haven’t killed anyone.

But when it comes to standing before a Holy and Just God none of us measure up. We have all sinned in God’s sight.

So what must I do to be saved? 

You really have to answer only one question. Who do you say that I am?
Jesus asked it of Peter? One day you will stand before Him and have to answer that same question. 

We have seen it in the past few weeks. This life is short. None of us know how much time we will have before we will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and answer who He was to us in this life.

I think of Ron Rider 54 years old and in apparent good health. Or this young woman, 24 years old who died this past week in a car accident.

Look back up what Peter tells Cornelius and his family.

Acts 10:34-48 (ESV) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

In essence Peter is saying that the person who is acceptable to the Lord, regardless of their background or past is the person who “fears” the Lord. 

To fear the Lord is not to live in terror of Him. My dad’s anger was on such a short fuse and would be so out of control, as a child I remember being terrified of my dad. That is not the kind of fear we are to have when the Bible talks about the “fear of the Lord”.

No, to fear the Lord is first and foremost and reverence, a holy respect for who God is, He is creator, and sustainer of all life. He is God and King of the universe. And He is untimely judge of all.

The fear of the Lord includes and eliminate of trust. As a child I could never trust how my dad was going to react towards me. But the fear of the Lord means that because I know that God is consistent and just he will always respond to me justly and fairly and with love and grace.

And the fear of the Lord means that I trust the Lord and put my faith in Him. And that faith is evident in my obedience to him.

To put your faith in Christ you need to understand the basic facts about the life and ministry of Jesus before you can make a decision to repent and believe in Him so Peter gives a brief summary of who Jesus is and what He has done.
36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 

He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

Just as a side note here, the best way to witness to someone about who Jesus is, is to tell them who He is to you, what you have seen Him do in your own life.

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

An essential part of the gospel message is the death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus died on the cross. 

He took your death, the penalty for your sins and bore them in his own flesh when he died on the cross.

When he rose again, he sealed your eternal life in Him. We will one day stand with Him in our resurrected bodies.

42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

The “name” of Jesus refers to all that He is and all that He did. 

Even though Cornelius was a good man, he still needed to hear about Jesus Christ and to put his trust in Him. 

As Peter proclaimed back in Acts 4:12, “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” 

This means that there is no salvation for good Muslims or good Hindus or good Buddhists apart from faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is no salvation for good Americans who live in a supposedly “Christian” nation, apart from personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is no salvation for good Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses as long as they continue to believe in a false Jesus rather than the person of the Lord Jesus Christ revealed in the Bible. 

But there is salvation for everyone who believes in Him.

Believing in the name of Jesus does not refer to a general, vague sort of belief. Rather, it is specific and personal. 

To believe in Jesus means that I believe He is the Lord who gave Himself on the cross for my sins.

I believe the promise of God, that whoever believes on Him receives eternal life as God’s gift, not based on any human merit, but only on God’s free grace. 

To believe in Jesus means that I no longer rely on anything in myself to comment myself to God. 

Rather, I trust only in what Jesus did on the cross as my hope for forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Thus Peter’s sermon teaches us that salvation centers on the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

And this salvation results in obvious evidence in those who receive it.

Peter didn’t even get to finish his sermon before everyone responded! 

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 

46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Peter was just warming up when God intervened and everyone got saved!

Luke gives us three evident results of their salvation:

They received the Holy Spirit.

They spoke in unlearned foreign languages.

This text does not teach that speaking in tongues is the normal experience of those who get saved and receive the Holy Spirit. 

This was a unique situation. God gave this miraculous sign to the Gentiles so that the Jewish Christians would realize that they were on equal footing (11:15, 17). 

This gift was speaking in translatable foreign languages that the speaker had not studied. 

Since Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in the believer at the moment of salvation (Rom. 8:9; Gal. 3:2). 

This is not something that we feel experientially, but rather a fact that God’s Word declares. 

As a believer learns to walk in the Spirit, over time the deeds of the flesh will diminish and the fruit of the Spirit will increase (Gal. 5:16-23), thus making the Spirit’s presence evident.

Next they were baptized in water. Water baptism is the outward profession of what God has done spiritually, and thus it follows salvation. 

Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Peter did not baptize these people himself, but let those Jews who had traveled with him do it to involve them in what had happened. 

Everyone who has believed in Christ as Savior and Lord should obey Him by being baptized in water.

And finally they had a hunger to grow in their faith.

Look at the end of verse 48: “Then they asked him to remain for some days.”

These new believers desired to know more and to grow in their faith.
They asked Peter to stay on for a few days, and the implication is that he did stay on to instruct them in their new faith. 

Everyone who is truly saved will desire to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18). 

Like newborn babes, we will long for the milk of the Word, that by it we may grow in respect to salvation, if we have tasted the kindness of the Lord (1 Pet. 2:2-3).

Conclusion
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, a Bible teacher who lived early in the 20th century, was holding evangelistic meetings at a YMCA. 

The Y used to be distinctly Christian in focus. One day the director of the Y showed Gaebelein a card that he was in the habit of handing out. 

It read, “I promise faithfully henceforth to lead a religious and Christian life.” There was a place to sign one’s name. 

The man said, “How do you like that? Isn’t that a pretty good way of putting it?”

Dr. Gaebelein replied, “How on earth can a dead man live any kind of a life? What is the use of putting a card like that into the hands of a dead sinner and having him sign it and say, ‘I promise faithfully henceforth to lead a religious and Christian life’? You cannot live a life for God until you receive a life from God.”

Salvation does not come to anyone through his or her efforts to live the Christian life. Even good, religious people need the forgiveness that Jesus offers. 

He will be either your Judge or your Savior. He offers salvation to everyone who will believe in Him.
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